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Ashton Kutcher exercised his free-
dom of speech on Feb. 15 when he 
stood before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and outlined 
the alarming issue of sex trafficking, 
along with four recommendations 
for it using advanced technology.

he first time I was introduced to 
the issue was last year, T

my sophomore year of high school, 
in an Interact Club meeting. In all 
honesty, I was unaware that this was 
such a prominent issue, and it took 
me several minutes of the speaker’s 
presentation to fully let it sink in. I 
was shocked at the reality that peo-
ple, mostly young girls, were being 
kidnapped, transported or “shipped,” 
then sold to other traffickers. 

It is an actual business. An actual industry that traffick-
ers make unbelievable amounts of money from. This 
speaker certainly enlightened me on the issue, but it 
was not until last week when it resurfaced.
     I was scrolling through the “Trending” videos on 
YouTube and saw C-SPAN’s video titled “Ashton 
Kutcher FULL OPENING STATEMENT” at the top of 
the list. 
     As a lawyer on my school’s Mock Trial team, I de-
livered the opening statement, admittedly on a much 
lower scale but nonetheless, a statement pleading my 
case. So, seeing a popular figure like Ashton Kutcher, 
somewhere other than The 70s Show or Cheaper by the 
Dozen, and especially before the Senate, immediately 
caught my attention.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOc-SjcR6Eo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOc-SjcR6Eo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUK0zLeoOmc
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     The video was about fifteen and a half min-
utes long, longer than the YouTube videos I 
usually watch. I expected to watch a few min-
utes of it, but I was evidently so engaged in 
his speech and persuaded by his words and 
his mission that I ended up watching the en-
tire video. I even made time stamps of the lines 
that stood out to me, knowing for sure that I’d 
have to write an article on this and refer to it.
     If you are like me and only know Ashton 
Kutcher as the actor, not as the en-
trepreneur, here is a little 
background knowledge. 
Kutcher co-founded 
Thorn, an organi-
zation that uses 
the latest tech-
nology to end 
child sexual 
exploitation. 
     Thorn has 
created a Tech-
nology Task 
Force with ap-
proximately 20 
other companies, 
including Facebook 
and Snapchat. These 
companies provide addi-
tional support for the cause by 
sharing crucail data and resources. 
     The Senate Foreign Relations Committee, led 
by Chairman Bob Corker (R. TN), has already 
funded the creation of several technologies that 
are key to Thorn’s analytics, but Kutcher stands 
before the committee to make further recommen-
dations and ask for supplemental funding. Corker 
introduces Kutcher, “If you knew of what he and 
his organization have done, it’s inspirational, 
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and the metrics that they’re able to help us with 
- the way that they’re able to interdict in ad-
vance now with what’s happening - is phenom-
enal and a true testament to entrepreneuralism.” 
     This bipartisan effort has tremendous sup-
port from Senator John McCain (R. AZ), Rank-
ing Member Ben Cardin (D. MD), and the Pres-
ident of Human Rights First, Elisa Massimino.
     Kutcher opens by stating that the pursuit of 
happiness is bestowed upon every American 

citizen, and it is our responsibili-
ty to ensure this unalienable 

right for people around 
the world. However, 

Kutcher sttates that, 
"The right to pur-

sue happiness 
for so many is 
stripped away. 
It's raped, 
it's abused, 
it's taken by 
force, fraud, 

or coercion. It 
is sold for the 

momentary hap-
piness of another.”

He has met victims 
from Russia, India, Mex-

ico, and America and been on 
FBI raids. He even shares the story of 

a young girl who was “so conditioned by her en-
vironment that she thought she was engaging in 
play” when an American man forced her into sex.
     In another instance, a 15-year-old girl met a 
man online who had raped 
and forced her into sex slavery 
within hours. Fortunately, law 
enforcement officers rescued 
the girl using Thorn’s tool, 
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Spotlight, which makes it faster to locate these 
individuals. According to the Thorn web-
site, Spotlight has been used to identify 6325 
victims, 1980 children, and 2186 traffickers, 
and it is “now used by 4000 officers in all 50 
states.”
     Next, he addresses the misconception 
that technology is destroying our economy 
by reducing the number of jobs in the U.S., 
or destroying ourselves by reducing human 
interaction. 

I SEE TECHNOLOGY “AS SIMPLY A TOOL. A 
TOOL WITHOUT WILL. 
THE WILL IS THE USER 
OF THAT TECHNOLOGY, 
AND I THINK IT’S AN IM-
PORTANT DISTINCTION.

PHOTO: JUST JARED
     Kutcher uses the example that airplanes quickly 
and efficiently transport people across the country 
and around the world. However, if placed in the 
wrong hands, airplanes can also be used to attack 
and harm others.
     Then, Kutcher set forth four specific recommen-
dations for the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 



1. Money to build these tools 
and a warehouse for them.

Traffickers change their 

 Thorn has already received gov-
ernment funding for its tools and tech-
nology but asks for additional fund-
ing in order to improve their softwares.
     Thorn also uses KPIs in order to quanti-
fy their data, get rid of unnecessary tools, 
and further the growth of the company. 
     KPIs look at the company's growth 
quantitatively with its revenue, net prof-
it, and various other important factors.

“modus operandi, and we 
can change ours as well, 
just as efficiently, if not more 
efficiently as they can.

2. Continue to foster private and 
public partnerships.
     Public support from John and Cindy Mc-
Cain in the McCain Institute has allowed Thorn 
to use the extremely valuable Spotlight tool. 
 In addition to public support, Digital Rea-
soning is part of the private sector and has con-
tributed a number of engineers to Thorn's work.

3. Create support systems on the pipeline out.
     He discusses the foster care system and says that, “The most staggering statistic I found was that fos-
ter care children are four times more likely to be exposed to sexual abuse. That’s a breeding ground for 
trafficking.” Without support and care for these victims, they are likely to face mental health crises and 
resort to criminal activity, increasing the recidivism rates and continuing this system of modern slavery. 

When Maslow's Hierarchy“of Needs are not being met, 
people will resort to surviv-
al, and if this is their means of 
survival and the only source 
of love that they have in their 
life, that's what they go for.
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4. The bifurcation 
of human traf-

ficking and labor 
trafficking. 

     Both are forms of modern 
slavery, "but the solution sets 
are highly differentiated." 
Kutcher defines the difference 
between the two by stating 
that the victims of sex traffick-
ing are often present during 
commerce, while those of la-
bor trafficking are hidden and 
secretly coerced into labor. 
     Kutcher concludes his open-
ing statement by acknowledg-
ing that these recommenda-
tions can and will likely result 
in economic repercussions. 
     But he poses an important 
question, "I ask you, do you 
believe that Abraham Lincoln 
had to consider the econom-
ic backlash of shutting down 
the cotton fields in the South 
when he shut down slavery?"

To watch the full 03:35:13 video with the committee, Ashton Kutcher, and Elisa Massimino, click here.
Take a look at the Thorn website here.

PHOTO: BILL CLARK
Ashton Kutcher meets Ranking Member of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, Ben Cardin (D. MD, far right). All persons present 
in the photograph above wear their #EndItMovement RED X pins.

6

The right to pursue it 
[happiness] is every man’s right. 
And I beg of you that if you give 
people the right to pursue it, 
what you may find in return is 

happiness for yourself.
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https://www.c-span.org/video/?424036-1/ashton-kutcher-testifies-modern-slavery-human-trafficking
https://www.wearethorn.org/about-our-fight-against-sexual-exploitation-of-children/

